Advanced Placement United States History Syllabus
This course is designed to mirror a 1st year college level history course. The pace of this course is quite rigorous, requiring patience and diligence. Below is the syllabus for the year. The main textbook is The American Pageant. Other readings will also be assigned
. 
I. September

a. “Discovering” America and Colonization (Chapters 1 & 2)
i. Where does “American” History start?

ii. How were various Native Americans tribes differentiated by space and time as they migrated through the Americas? How did the natives shape their environment? How did the environment shape them?

iii. What are the implications (both positive and/or negative) of the discovery by Columbus? Should history condemn the conquistadores for their actions? 
iv. How did Native Americans respond to the arrival of Europeans?
v. Why did the Old World dominate the New World? Could it have happened the other way?
b. The British Colonies (Chapters 3-5)

i. What motives did the English government have in creating colonies? What were the motives of the settlers? 

ii. Compare/Contrast the English colonies with those of the rival European powers (Spanish, French, Dutch).

iii. What role did Puritanism play in the English colonization? Does it play a role today, as some historians suggest?

iv. Compare/Contrast the 3 sections of the British Colonies (New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies) in terms of society, culture, environment, economics and politics.
v. What role did slavery play in this era? How did the institution of slavery shape the Atlantic World?
vi. How did the government’s attitude toward the colonies change (Salutary Neglect)? How did this help to create a unique American “nation” as well as Democracy?

II. October 

a. The Era of the Revolution (Chapters 7-8)

i. How did competition between the French, Indians, and English lead to the French and Indian War? How did that war change the destinies of all involved?

ii. What were the causes of the American Revolution?

iii. How did the history of Britain, their past behavior toward the colonists, and the Enlightenment influence the colonists in their path to Revolution?
iv. Examine British and American attitudes on the “No Taxation without Representation” issue. How did this lead to the Declaration of July 4?
v. How did American colonists view the revolution? How did various groups (different socio-economic classes, women, slaves) contribute (or hinder) the Revolution?
vi. Why did the colonies win the war? What were the results?

b. The Critical Period: From Confederation to the Constitution (Chapter 9) 

i. How did America’s revolutionary experiences shape the creation and operation of the Articles of Confederation?

ii. What were the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles? Did this system help or hurt American interests during this period?
iii. What was the goal of the Constitutional Convention? Was the Constitution designed to help all Americans, or, as some commentators claim, to “protect the wealthy”?

iv. Evaluate the important features of the Constitution (Federalism, Separation of Powers, the Compromises, Electoral College, etc.).

v. What were the arguments of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists? Why did the Anti-Federalists lose? 
vi. How did the belief in “Republican Motherhood” affect women of all social classes during this period and beyond?

vii. Why were the founding fathers unable to address the issue of slavery? What will this failure mean in the future?

III. November

a. Politics and Change in the New United States: 1789- 1823 (Chapters10-12)
i. Why was it essential to draft the Bill of Rights for the Constitution?
ii. Cite the differences (and similarities) between the Federalists (Hamilton) and the Democratic-Republicans (Jefferson). Be able to discuss specific issues/laws as well as philosophical differences. Which faction was more successful in the 1790s?

iii. Evaluate the Presidency of Washington. Was he our “Greatest President”?

iv. How successfully did the new federal government address domestic concerns? Foreign concerns? Dealings with Native Americans?
v. What is “Jeffersonian Democracy”? Is the Election of 1800 a “revolution”?

vi. How did Jefferson’s prior views contrast with his actions as President?

vii. How did the Supreme Court evolve in this period? Is this what was intended in the Constitution?
viii. How did the US enter the “War of 1812”/Napoleonic Wars? What were the results of the Treaty of Ghent?

ix. Why did Nationalism develop? How did this contribute to Monroe’s “Era of Good Feelings”?

x. In what ways did Democratic-Republicans pursue territorial expansion?

xi. In what ways did religion, slavery, internal improvements, and commerce change in the post-war period?

b. Jacksonian Democracy and a Changing American Culture (Chapters 13-15)

i. How did the elections of 1824 and 1828 change America’s very definition of “democracy”?
ii. How did Andrew Jackson change the “image” and power of the Presidency? Why was the National Bank a key issue for Jackson?
iii. Was the Spoils System a negative consequence of the “New Democracy”?
iv. What was the Trail of Tears? What impact did it have for Native Americans? Whites?

v. What events caused the “Nullification Crisis”? Who won the debate: the Federal Government or South Carolina? Where would this ultimately lead?

vi. How did the American economy change during this period? How did these changes impact socio-economic status, jobs, urbanization?
vii. What role did immigration play at this time? 

viii. Evaluate the various reform movements of this period, including: Evangelicalism, Abolitionists, Women Suffragists, the Temperance Movement, and Utopianisms. 

ix. How did “American Arts” develop? How were the most creative artists of the period? Does America have a distinctive art style? 
IV. December

a. Sectionalism, Slavery, and Manifest Destiny (Chapters 16-18)

i. How did westward expansion affect the nation? What resources increased the desire to “go west”?

ii. What role did Slavery play in Manifest Destiny?

iii. What was the importance of Cotton for the South? Is this the only reason they sought to maintain Slavery? How did Slavery effect the South?

iv. To what extend did the Constitution, the subsequent Missouri Compromise, Compromise of 1850, and the Dred Scott decision legitimize slavery and the “status quo”? How did these also increase sectionalism?

v. How did Africans live under slavery? What methods were available to slaves who wanted to resist? 
vi. What is Manifest Destiny? What were the causes of the Mexican War? 

b. The Civil War and Reconstruction (Chapters 19-22) 
i. What events of the 1850s increased tensions? Why was the “Popular Sovereignty” policy a failure? 

ii. How did the Abolitionists alter the national discourse in this decade?

iii. Why was the election of Lincoln in 1860 so divisive? 

iv. What were the advantages and disadvantages of the Union and the Confederacy? Who suffered during the war?

v. How did Lincoln’s views on slavery evolve? Did everyone in the North agree? What was Emancipation Proclamation intended to do? 
vi. Rate the changes in the Constitution (federal power, amendments) that arose in the Civil War and in Reconstruction. 

vii. Whose notion of “Reconstruction” was successful? How did the South change? How did it remain the same?

viii. How did African “Freed Men” fare after Emancipation? How were their lives improved? In what ways were they limited?
ix. How did the south justify the Jim Crow laws? Why did the North do nothing?

x. Is it appropriate to say that, after Reconstruction, African-Americans were in the “same place” that they had been before Emancipation?

V. January

a. The Gilded Age and Industrialization (Chapters 23-24)

i. Was politics in the Gilded Age “a new low” for America?
ii. How did massive industrialization impact American society? Were the large capitalists ultimately heroes or just Robber Barons? 
iii. What should the government’s role be in this industrialized economy? 
iv. How did American workers respond to Industrialization? 

b. Eastern Urbanization and Westward Expansion (Chapters 25-26)

i. Contrast the notions of Social Darwinism and the “Social Gospel”?

ii. What were the conditions in American cities (good and bad)? Why did people move there, despite the problems? How did cities change American culture?
iii. How did class structure evolve in this era? How did these changes effect: the poor, children, women, African-Americans, immigrants? How did their living conditions help give rise to organized labor? Were unions successful? 

iv. How did industry and urbanization impact America’s environment? Compare that to today’s environmental issues. 
v. Even as industry and urbanization triumphed, many people still moved west. Why did they continue to do so? What challenges did they face? How did industry impact the farmers?

vi. Why did the United States ultimately use brutal armed force against the Native Americans? How did natives respond to this defeat? 

vii. How did the Grange and Populism grow during this period? Were they successful? How did the main two parties respond to these smaller parties? 
MIDTERM EXAM

VI. February 

a. The Progressive Era: Imperialism and Reform (Chapters 27-28)

i. Why did America become involved in the Spanish-American War?

ii. Did America “acquire an empire”, or just take a few islands?

iii. Evaluate McKinley’s and Roosevelt’s policies toward: Europe, Latin America, and Asia.

iv. What was the Progressive movement? What were its goals and methods? Can this be considered a “grassroots” movement? Were there “competing” reform movements?  
v. What role did women play in the Progressive movement?
vi. To what extent was Roosevelt a progressive while president? What were the goals of his reforms? 
b. Woodrow Wilson and World War I (Chapters 29-30)

i. In what ways was Wilson’s “New Freedom” different from TR’s “Square Deal”? How were they similar?

ii. Compare/Contrast Wilson’s and TR’s policies on Latin America.

iii. What was Wilson’s attitudes toward WW I? How did his views evolve?

iv. How did Americans view their entry into WWI? 
v. Were the rights of dissenters were violated? What of the rights of the majority?
vi. How did WW I change American society and the economy?
vii. Compare and contrast the experiences of women and African-Americans in World War I. 

viii. Why did Wilson fail to bring the US into the League of Nations? Did Wilson’s 14 Points create peace in Europe?

VII. March

a. The Roaring 20s and the onset of Depression (Chapters 31-32)

i. How did American values change from 1900 to the 1920s? 
ii. Is there a contradiction between enforcing morality (Prohibition) and the “loose” culture (Flappers, Jazz, Consumerism) of the 1920s? 

iii. Did America become more anti-foreign in the 1920s as compared to other eras? 

iv. To what extent did the economic policies of the 1920s contribute to the Depression?

v. Was Hoover wrong in his response to the Depression?

vi. Who was hit hardest by the Depression? Who escaped it? How did it spread throughout the world?

b. The New Deal and World War II (Chapters 33-35)

i. Why did Franklin D. Roosevelt win the 1932 election? What were the acts of his First Hundred Days?

ii. Cite specific New Deal programs (ideas, actions, results and opposition)- which ones were successful, which were not?
iii. How did FDR change the role of the Federal Government? Were his policies tantamount to Socialism, or did he save the capitalist system?
iv. Was the New Deal ultimately successful? 
v. Which groups were left out of FDR’s New Deal? 

vi. How did American’s view the growing problems in Europe and Asia in the 1930s? In what ways did FDR try to “lead” public opinion? 
vii. Why did Neutrality Laws fail to keep the US out of WW II?

viii. How did World War II lay the foundations for the Civil Rights movement? 

ix. Which increased government power more- the New Deal or wartime? 

x. Why was the outcome of WWII different from WWI? Was it true in 1945 that (as Churchill said): “The US stands… at the summit of the world”?

xi. How did WWII create the foundations for the Cold War?

c. The Cold War Begins (Chapter 36)
i. How did America change in the post war period?

ii. How did the US create an “Economic Miracle” both at home and for its western allies?

iii. Was the primary threat from the USSR military or ideological? How did the US respond to this threat?

iv. How did “the bomb” impact Americans’ daily lives? 

v. What is “Americanization”? Was it real?

vi. What was the Korean War? Did Truman avoid a potential third world war? 

vii. Were there legitimate concerns regarding Communist spies in the US, or was it a witch hunt from start to finish? 
viii. Why was Truman unable to expand upon the liberal New Deal? Did this reflect a change in the views of the public or just a political failure on Truman’s part? 

VIII. April

a. From Conservatism to “Rebellion” (Chapters 37-38)

i. Assess Eisenhower’s performance as President. Was America in the 1950s really peaceful and prosperous, or were there major problems?
ii. Was the 1950s truly an era of conformity? Who challenged social norms in this decade? 

iii.  How did Kennedy win the 1960 election? How did he change the Presidency? To what extent is the “Kennedy Legacy” justified?
iv. Why did the Civil Rights movement gain momentum in the 1950s and 1960s? Which made more gains: violent or non-violent protest?

v. How did the Civil Rights laws and Johnson’s Great Society effect society and the role of the Federal Government? Were these measures successful?

vi. Was America justified in Vietnam? How did “Vietnam” change America?

vii. What were the initial causes of the student protests? How did their ideas change? What other groups rebelled? Were these “rebellious” groups successful?
viii. Was “The Sixties” constructive or harmful to America?

b. The Gradual Return of Conservatism (Chapters 39-40)

i. What is the legacy of Richard Nixon? 

ii. How did Watergate and Vietnam hurt the power of the Presidency?

iii. What court decisions from the late 60s throughout the 70s changed society? What is judicial activism? Is this really new?

iv. Why did the economy fall apart in the 1970s? Why did Carter fail to win the 1980 election?

v. In what ways did Reagan reflect the “New Conservatism”? What policies did he undertake?
vi. Did Americans truly support Republican conservatism, or were they just looking for a change?
vii. How did the Cold War end? Should Reagan or Gorbachev be given credit for this? What did the end of the Cold War mean for America?
viii. How did the AIDS crisis impact gays in particular and America in general? 

ix. Compare and contrast the Reagan administration’s views on immigration with those of President Johnson. 

c. Modern America (Chapter 41)

i. How successful was Bill Clinton as President? Did he represent all/many Democrats? How did he help America’s economy?

ii. Classify Clinton’s foreign policy. Was it successful? 

iii. How did the attacks of 9/11 and the responses of George W. Bush to it alter America? 

iv. In what ways has Barack Obama both lived up to and fallen short of his promises of “hope and change”?  

v. What issues are being debated in America today? Are they really new issues? 

IX. May

a. Review for AP exam

b. Post AP Project

X. June

a. Prepare for Regents Exam
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� Readings from The American Spirit sourcebook correspond with the textbook. Other readings will be provided by the instructor.  





